Association of malignant disease with critical leg ischaemia.
The aim of the study was to determine the prevalence of malignant disease in patients with critical leg ischaemia (CLI). : Data for all patients with CLI presenting to a tertiary vascular unit over an 18-month interval were collected prospectively. Patients with clinical, laboratory or radiological features suggestive of malignancy were evaluated further. Of 192 patients admitted with CLI, 22 (11.5 per cent) were found to have an associated malignancy; ten had lung cancer. Fifteen were anaemic on presentation. The prevalence of occult malignancy in patients with acute leg ischaemia was 16 per cent (ten of 62) compared with 9.2 per cent (12 of 130) in those with chronic CLI. Eleven of 22 of patients with CLI and malignancy died within 6 months, compared with 35 (20.6 per cent) of 170 patients with no evidence of malignancy. A high prevalence of occult cancer was found in patients presenting with CLI; this was associated with a significantly increased mortality rate at 6 months.